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La Piñon is celebrating TWENTY-FIVE years of service 

to  Doña Ana County and the surrounding Southern New 

Mexico region. La Piñon provides services to victims of 

sexual assault and child abuse. These services help aid 

our clients in making the transition from victim to  

survivor. La Piñon is grateful to all of our splendid donors 

and community partners who help us to continue to  

provide our services to the community.  

´The mission of La PiĒon is to provide 
 comprehensive services related to sexual  

violence and child abuse to individuals, families 
and the community.µ 



C AMPUS  A DVOCACY  AT  N EW  M EXICO  STATE  U NIVERSITY  AND  

D OÑA  A NA  BRANCH  C OMMUNITY  C OLLEGE  
A MANDA  C ARRERAS  
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La Piñon provides victim advocacy with 
the commitment to assist in establishing a 

place of work and learning, free of  
harassment and shall a violation of policy 
be found to have occurred, NMSU and 

La Piñon Campus Advocate will act to 
stop the conduct, to prevent its  

recurrence, to remedy its effects and to 
discipline those responsible in accordance 

to the NMSU Policy Manual and/or 
NMSU Student Code of Conduct.    

 

The Campus Advocate maintains  
relationships with the Office of the Dean 

of Students, Office of Institutional  
Equity, NMSU Police Department and 

Victim Assistance, Housing and  
Residential Life, Corbett Center Student 
Union ASNMSU, Counseling and 

Health Center and other organizations/
associations for continued collaboration 

to better serve sexual assault victims on 
campus.  

 

Importantly, Campus Advocate actively 
provides outreach to the student body. 

Campus Advocate utilizes prevention 
techniques such as tabling's, campaigns, 
meetings and course presentations to  

educate students, faculty, and staff about 
La Piñon services.  

 
Eight students were served on campus 

last quarter. 

assaults of any kind. 
 

La Piñon PREA Coordinator answers 
Hotline calls from prison inmates housed 
within the New Mexico Department of 

Corrections. *9999 is the number  
provided to inmates in all of the prisons 

in the state of New Mexico.  If a sexual 
assault, and or sexual harassment occurs, 

inmates access this number. They are 
informed that it is a confidential number 
in which they can call and receive  

advocacy and assistance, 133 calls were 
answered in 2016. 

òBeing raped is not part of the sentence.ó  
In 2003 Congress unanimously passed 

the Prison Rape Elimination Act and 
President Bush signed the act into law.  
In May of 2012 the Department of Justice 

released final, binding national standards 
to prevent, detect, and respond to prison 

rape.  PREA is the first federal legislation 
to address sexual assault of incarcerated 

victims.  The purpose of PREA is to  
support prevention, reduction and  
elimination of sexual assault and rape 

within all corrections systems.  PREA 
mandates that correctional systems  

establish zero tolerance for sexual  

PREAñPRISON  RAPE  ELIMINATION  A CT  

JULIE  òCOOKIE ó CORRALES  



 
for the SANE nurses and the  

program manager.  Thank you to  
Memorial Medical Center for providing 
La Piñon with a medical office to conduct 

SANE exams for the victims we serve.    
 

In 2016, a secondary unit was opened at 
the La Piñon Children's Advocacy Center.  

Nurses and advocates respond where they 
are needed and provide care with the  
utmost compassion. 

 

In 1997, La Piñon opened the Sexual  
Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) Unit 

on the campus of Memorial Medical 
Center (MMC) with a Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) grant. This is 

where the rape kit is collected by our 
Nurses who have received training to 

provide such an intimate and emotional 
service.  Nurses are kind individuals and 

our SANE nurses are special to us.  
MMC accommodated our unit in various 
locations over the years.  

 
In 2007, the SANE Unit was moved to 

the Heritage Building on the MMC  
Campus.  Here we are housed in an  

efficient space, to include an exam room, 
family room, interview room and offices   

SEXUAL  A SSAULT  N URSE EXAMINER  (SANE) U NIT   

A NGELICA  C ALDERON  
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CAC -C HILD  A DVOCACY  C ENTER   

C ONNIE  C AMPOS  

 The Doña Ana County  Multi -
Disciplinary Team (MDT)  in April of 

2014 considered having a Childrenõs  
Advocacy Center in our community.  10 
MDT members traveled to El Paso,  

Texas to visit their Center and to inquire 
about starting a CAC.  A committee was 

formed to assess which agencies were 
onboard, what funding was available and 

what steps needed to be taken.  More  
importantly, the question was asked 

òWho will lead?ó  As the current forensic 

interviewer under La Frontera, I felt that 
the most appropriate fit was under La 

Piñon who had years of experience  
serving victims of sexual assault and who 

had built strong relationships in our  
community.   
 

The MDT members were unanimous in 
wanting Donna Richmond, the  

Executive Director of La Piñon to lead, 
and become the fiscal agent for this new 
vision.  More meetings were held, more 

questions were asked, locations  
considered, and finally, a request for  

funding proposal was submitted to NM  
Children, Youth and Families Department 

(CYFD).  
 

On June 25th La Piñon received the good 

news that they had been awarded funding 
to conduct forensic interviews in Doña 

Ana County, officially opening its doors 
on July 6th of 2015.  Additional funding 

under the Childrenõs Advocacy Center 
award was received in 2016.  665  
interviews were conducted in 2016 

La Piñon SANE Nurses 

Priscilla BalDoñado, RN 

Yvonne Hernandez, RN 

Sofia Osollo, RN 

Diana Portillo, DNP,  FNP -C 

Ashley Sveum, RN 



PREVENTION  EDUCATION  AND  O UT  REACH  

F LOR  G ONZALEZ  
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La Piñon started a pilot program called We 
End Violence (WEV) in Hatch in the fall of 

2014 which graduated a total of 101  

students. This program is designed to make 

the participating high school a safer and 
more productive environment for students 

by using the skills learned to overcome  

bullying. Participation in the WEV program 

have included students from health, physical 
education and/or child development classes.   

 

In the fall of 2015 there was an  

expansion of the delivery of the WEV  

Program to include the Gadsden  

Independent School District.  In total, there 

were 1,232 graduates from the WEV  

program in the 2015-2016 fiscal year.   

Students from Hatch Valley Independent 
School District, Truth or Consequences 

School District, Las Cruces Public School 
District and the Gadsden Independent 

School District participated in the program.   

 

In fiscal year 2016-2017 the average  

graduation numbers were 850 per semester. 
There has been an increase in students  

participating from the Truth or  

Consequences School District and the 

Gadsden Independent School District.   
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La Pi¶onõs Kid Talk Warmline,  
636-3636, provides a safe place for a 

child to reach out where someone will 
listen and offer non-judgmental  
unconditional support. Kid Talk believes 

that by offering unconditional support, 
information, and a safe place to call, will 

empower and enable a child to seek  
assistance and protection. In 2016, La 

Piñon received 510 calls on the Kid Talk 
Warmline and 2,503 text messages. 

K IDTALK  
 

PUPPETS 

L ILA  L EC UYER  

Body Safety presentations are provided 
within elementary schools  with the help 

of our friends, Marcus and Carmella. 
The presentation covers topics such as: 
good secrets vs. bad secrets, what to do if 

someone is hurting you, how to  
identify a safe adult, and discussion 

about our KidTalk Program.  
 

Marcus and Carmella have become quite 
the celebrities in the local school system, 
and most children in Las Cruces have 

met them at least once. The program is 
very meaningful in educating children, as 

well as giving them the opportunity to 
come forward if they are experiencing 

abuse. The presentations also provide 
insight for school staff about children to 
keep an eye on.  

 
òI love working with children, and this 

job has given me the opportunity to do 
that in a very hands on way.ó The  

children respond so well to Marcus and  

Carmella, hearing the presentation from 
them really helps them retain the  

information. Thereõs no better feeling 
than seeing a child excitedly recite the ò5 
Things to do if someone is Hurting 

Youó, or hearing them brag about their 
list of 15 òSafe Grownupsó they can talk 

to. Every day is a new experience, and 
every child touches my heart in a new 

way. I am so grateful that this program 

exists to educate and empower our local 
children.  


